
June 29, 2022 | Advisory Group Meeting

ISW SOUTH SHORE
79th Street 

Stony Island Avenue to South Shore Drive 
Corridor Improvements Project

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[CDOT TO OPEN]Pass to Alderman present for opening words
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Project Overview
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Placemaking

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[CDOT]Our Meeting Agenda is as follows: Introductions, review scope, schedule, existing conditions, corridor opportunities, next steps and Q&A. We will be asking you polling questions during the presentation, and we ask that if you have questions you add them to the chat or wait to ask them after the presentation.
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3COMMUNITY AGREEMENTS
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02
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04

05
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Please be attentive during the presentation and when you 
are not speaking

Please state your name when speaking

Please WAIT for the designated Q&A period

When you want to speak, RAISE YOUR HAND; respect the 
order and then step up and step back

All questions and ideas are valid

Respect all other participant opinions and perspectives

Everyone working together!
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Singh
Prime Engineer W/MBE
- Carl Gutowski, PE

Site Design Group
Landscape Architecture MBE
- Brenda Kiesgen

Blue Daring
Public Involvement MBE
- Veronica Cruz

INTRODUCTIONS

Chicago Department of 
Transportation (CDOT)

- Lubka Benak, Program Director

- Camille Applewhite, Project Manager

Local Artist
- Damon Reed

PROJECT TEAM

Ward 7 
- Alderman Greg Mitchell

Ward 8 
- Alderman Michelle Harris

GSG Consultants
Geotechnical Services MBE

GRAEF
Topographic Survey

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[CDOT]The project team is led by Chicago Dept of Transportation and the design consultants consist of Jacobs as the Primary Engineer, Site Design for Landscape Architecture, Blue Daring for Public Involvement, Graef as an engineering subconsultant, [state others] and local artist Damon Lamar Reed. Tonight, we have Lubka Benak and Camille Applewhite representing CDOT. From the design team, we have [state attendees].



5STREETSCAPE PROJECT OVERVIEW

The Project Process Includes:
• Public outreach
• Placemaking and urban design strategy
• Concept design & engineering
• Detailed design & engineering
• Construction of the corridor

The streetscapes consist of infrastructure, pedestrian safety, and placemaking 
improvements with the goal of creating a unified, safe, walkable, and attractive 
commercial destination. The streetscape projects are comprehensive and 
include ROW improvements from building face to building face.

Supports the Invest South/West initiative to re-activate neighborhood cores 
that have historically served as focal points for pedestrian activity, shopping, 
services, transportation, public spaces and quality-of life amenities for 
residents.

Part of Chicago Works: Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot’s five-year capital plan that will 
Invest in Communities Through Infrastructure. 

PROJECT OVERVIEW

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[CDOT]The main goal of this project is to provide a safe, walkable, and attractive street that helps to foster continued economic growth, especially within the neighborhood economic core. The scope includes the street and sidewalk realm within the City Right-of-way, from building face to building face. The project includes public outreach efforts, placemaking and urban design concept alternatives, community identifier designs, detailed design and engineering, and construction. 
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• New sidewalk, curb, and gutter
• ADA ramps and crosswalk upgrades
• Curb extensions and bus pads where necessary
• Drainage improvements and vault filling
• Roadway geometry and intersection improvements
• Full width resurfacing and pavement patching as needed
• Pavement markings
• New street lighting
• Traffic signal replacement as needed, LED traffic signal 

upgrades, traffic pole painting, ped count down timers 
where necessary

• Street trees and potential landscaping
• Site furniture and potential seating areas
• Paver parkways
• Side street improvements to the alleys
• Light pole mounted community identifiers and 

neighborhood gateways

ISW South Shore

79th Street, Stony Island Avenue to South Shore Drive
Alderman Mitchell, Ward 7 / Alderwoman Harris, Ward 8

PROJECT SCOPE

PROJECT OVERVIEW

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[CDOT]Project limits are 79th Street at Stony Island Avenue to South Shore Drive. This project falls within three wards – the 5th, 7th and 8th.  As part of this project, the design team will explore concepts that improve roadway geometry or traffic lane usage, drainage improvements, and pedestrian upgrades to the sidewalk and crosswalks. Opportunities to improve street trees and paver installation, green infrastructure, and site furniture like benches and trash cans will also be considered. Several options will be created for the community identifier and gateway artwork for updated identity and branding. We will get into specific examples of some of these items in a few minutes. 



7FULTON MARKET DISTRICT

CHICAGO STREETSCAPE EXAMPLES

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The next few slides show we start to put various streetscape and placemaking elements along a corridor to start to enhance the character and create place. We often do this with site furniture, pavers, tree planting and landscaping, lighting, community identifiers, and public space. As we move through these slides it would be great if you can chat or remember what it is you like and we can discuss some more after we see all of the slides.



895TH ST, DAMEN TO WESTERN AVE

CHICAGO STREETSCAPE EXAMPLES

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The 95th Street streetscape project included the paver bands on the sidewalk and additional landscaping. The light pole identifier and the gateway artwork were carried through to some of the  planters. This one also included colored crosswalk treatments and pedestrian refuge islands in the median. 
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PROJECT OVERVIEW

PROJECT SCOPE
2021

Q3 Q4

2023

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

20242022

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

CONSTRUCTION
SECTION1
SECTION 2
SECTION 3

DESIGN

PUBLIC 
OUTREACH

WE ARE 
HERE

2025

Q1 Q2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[CDOT]In 2021, we focused on concept development and later this year, the engineering design will take place, with construction beginning on portions of the project early 2023.[CDOT]Since the start of the project, we’ve reviewed previous studies and began developing concepts that improve roadway geometry and pedestrian experience. We’ve shared preliminary concepts with the Aldermen and would like to use today’s meeting to discuss these concepts. Based on your input, we’ll refine the designs and develop one final concept. 
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PUBLIC OUTREACH

• Develop a shared vision that reflects the South Shore community. 

• Foster an environment for future economic growth and public amenities. 

• Support INVEST South/West initiative to re-activate neighborhood cores. 

• Incorporate stakeholder goals within recommended concepts.

Your vital input will help the project team meet the following objectives: 

As part of the design and engineering services phase, CDOT is
seeking input from community members on the design of this corridor.

MEETING GOALS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[CDOT]As mentioned, CDOT will be seeking input from the community members to participate in the decision-making process. Our meeting today is just one small part of this effort, and we plan to have other community meetings as well to gather and incorporate feedback as the project progresses. Our goal is to develop a shared vision that reflects the South Shore community, and to foster continued economic growth and public amenities. 
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PUBLIC OUTREACH

GAIN AWARENESS
of the 79th Street Corridor project purpose and scope

ASK FOR SUPPORT
in notifying the community about the project

GATHER INPUT
on your priorities for corridor improvements and character 

MEETING GOALS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[CDOT] Pass to CamilleFor today, we’d like to share more details to make you aware of the project scope. We are asking for your input on the corridor, including opportunities for infrastructure or streetscape improvements that you'd like to see. If there are issues or concerns along 79th Street, we'd love to hear your thoughts on those as well. Finally, we are asking for your support with outreach to ensure community voices are represented at these meetings and future community meetings. 



12WORKSHOP ROADMAP

PUBLIC OUTREACH

PREFERENCES 
ON CORRIDOR 

CHARACTER AND 
THEMES 

MEETING #1
• Introduce the project and 

design process

• Obtain input on preliminary 
design concepts

MEETING #2

• Present updated 
concepts

• Obtain input on 
placemaking 
concepts 

DISCUSS 
CROSS SECTION 

CONCEPTS

SHARE THOUGHTS 
ON PLACEMAKING 
OPPORTUNITIES

Project team will consider all feedback received and refine concepts accordingly. 

PREFERENCES ON 
PLACEMAKING 

CONCEPTS AND 
TREATMENTS

REVIEW UPDATED 
CROSS SECTIONS 

AND ROADWAY 
FEATURE CONCEPTS 

SUMMARIZE 
CONSTRUCTION 

DETAILS AND NEXT 
STEPS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[CDOT] Pass to CamilleDuring today’s meeting we’ll introduce the project scope and design process. We’d also like to get your input on preliminary design concepts and urban design elements as it relates to the corridor character and placemaking opportunities. Based on the feedback we hear tonight, we’ll present updated concepts and discuss construction next steps at our the following meeting.
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PROJECT BACKGROUND

CDOT has reviewed improvements proposed from previous 
neighborhood studies, to better align the project’s goals.

South Shore Corridor Study (2020)
Provides 10 “Ideas for Action” that aim to 
address community challenges and build 
on community strengths. 

Stony Island Avenue Streetscape Master 
Plan (2010)
Addresses improvements that aid the 
safety of pedestrians and cyclists, active 
transportation users, along the corridor.

INVEST South/West: South Shore (2020)
79th, Stony Island Avenue to South Shore 
Drive was identified as a priority focus 
due to transportation options and 
opportunities for development.

PREVIOUS STUDIES

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[CDOT] CamilleAs part of the initial project tasks, we have reviewed previous studies in the neighborhood. We recognize that there have been a number of planning efforts over the past couple decades as well as opportunities for future developments that we’d like to build on as we develop community-driven concept designs.  South Shore Corridor Study is the most recent study completed May 2020In particular, this project is informed by the south shore corridor study.This study provides direction to highlight 79th street as a cultural destination, to improve the public realm for pedestrians and transit, and to upgrade the quality and safety of intersections. Some items to note are: to activate corridors between key south shore nodes, upgrade major intersections, and upgrade pedestrian crossings.  



1479th Street

UNDERSTANDING THE CORRIDOR
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[CDOT] CamilleProject limits are 79th Street at Stony Island Avenue to South Shore Drive. This project falls within two wards – the 7th and 8th.  As a starting process we first seek to understanding the existing conditions of the Street infrastructure, the pedestrian experience and the surrounding context. Our design considerations will be informed from these observations. As part of this project, the design team will explore concepts that improve roadway geometry or traffic lane usage, drainage improvements, and pedestrian upgrades to the sidewalk and crosswalks. Opportunities to improve street trees and paver installation, green infrastructure, and site furniture like benches and trash cans will also be considered. Several options will be created for the community identifier and gateway artwork for updated identity and branding. We will get into specific examples of some of these items in a few minutes. 



15THE PROJECT WILL ADDRESS…

MULTI-MODAL SAFETY
enhance the corridor’s walking environment

COMMUNITY IDENTITY
celebrate the corridor’s character and cultural history

PEDESTRIAN EXPERIENCE
create a welcoming and enjoyable public realm

STREETSCAPE COMPONENTS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[CDOT]increase safety to all modes of transport[Pass to Design Team to talk Traffic Analysis][CDOT]Beyond infrastructure improvements CDOT has many treatments available to increase safety to all modes of transport. Create an increased sense of comfort and aestheticsCelebrate a community’s identity.We will talk through some of the typical treatments to achieve each of these goals and how they can be applicable to 79th street. 
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PEDESTRIAN SAFETY

N
O
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H

#79 BUS RIDERSHIP

#79 Bus is one of the 
highest ridership of 
all CTA bus routes

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[Design team - Singh]Bus 79 is among the highest ridership of all CTA bus routes.  The lighter blue colors indicate lower ridership numbers, while the darker blue colors indicate higher ridership numbers in comparison to other stops in the study area. The highest ridership numbers occur at transfer points between lines. This includes Jeffery Blvd and 79th Street towards the center of the corridor, with high ridership also at Stony Island Ave on the west and Exchange Ave towards the east end. 
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PEDESTRIAN SAFETY

N
O
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EXISTING BIKE ROUTES

Two (2) existing and four 
(4) proposed bike routes 
cross the corridor

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[Design team - Singh]There are a good amount of bike routes near the corridor area. There are buffered bike lanes provided along South Chicago Avenue and Lake Shore Drive, a bike lane provided in the E/W direction along 83rd Street, and currently there are four Divvy Stations spread throughout 79th Street. In Chicago’s Street for Cycling 2020 plan, Exchange Avenue east to Lake Shore Drive is proposed as a bike route.
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PEDESTRIAN SAFETY

11,600 ADT

N
O
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PEDESTRIAN CRASH ANALYSIS
Yates/79th is a key intersection for 
pedestrian safety needs

17 crashes 
between Oglesby 

& Essex

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[Design team - Singh]We will address the safety as a part of the scope of this project...add more script here
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PEDESTRIAN SAFETY

11,600 ADT

N
O
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H

TOTAL CRASH ANALYSIS

Key safety needs occur at South Chicago, 
Jeffrey, Yates and Stony Island

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[Design team - Singh] Need to add script here[PASS BACK TO CDOT]
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UNDERSTANDING THE CORRIDOR

EXISTING CROSS SECTIONS 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[CDOT]There is a consistent ROW width of 66’ through the project scope, although the curb line geometry changes as you approach the east end of the scope limits. The roadway changes from 14’ travel lanes to 12’, and the pedestrian sidewalk changes from 12’ to 14’ width. The existing conditions have outdated lighting and a general lack of shade trees and landscape. 
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PEDESTRIAN SAFETY

WIDE LANE WIDTHS IMPACT SPEED

Per the National Association of City 
Transportation Officials (NACTO):

• 10-foot lanes are appropriate on major 
streets in urban settings

• 11-foot lanes may be preferred where 
larger vehicles (such as bus or truck 
traffic)

Wider travel lanes are correlated 
with higher vehicle speeds without 
limiting traffic flow.

Source: NACTO

Sp
ee

d 
(y

-a
xi

s)

Lane width (x-axis)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[CDOT]CDOT has design guidelines that focus on right size unnecessarily wide roads. Wider travel lanes are correlated with higher vehicle speeds without limiting traffic flow. The chart on the right shows in green dots that the wider the travel lane gets the higher the vehicle speed gets. 11 ft lanes are the appropriate width for many commercial streets that provide regular bus transit. 
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• Allow for fewer opportunities for speeding and 
aggressive driving

• Decrease the frequency of crashes.

• Slow vehicular speeds

• Decrease crossing distance for pedestrians

Higher speeds are correlated with higher crash severity.

Narrowing travel lanes can...

BENEFITS OF REDUCING LANE WIDTHS

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[CDOT]Speed has a direct correlation with crash severity when it comes to pedestrian crashes, which is demonstrated by the figure. When we make infrastructure improvements, we want to right-size roadways so that drivers are naturally inclined to go the posted speed limit, instead of much faster.  So, Narrowing lanes can slow vehicles down, decrease crashes and severity, and decrease cross distance for pedestrians.
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New curb bump-outs on side streets

Example Curb Bump-Outs

Enhanced Visibility at Curb Bump-Out

WHY BUMP OUTS?

• Shorten pedestrian crossing distance

• Enhance visibility between motorists and 
pedestrians

• Slower turning speeds around corners

• Eliminate illegal parking in the corner clearance 
zone

• Allow for more sidewalk space at intersections

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[CDOT]Next we will explain several types of design treatments that CDOT is implementing across the City, that are common to this project.  We will start with curb bump-outs on side streets. Intersection curb bump-outs have several benefits:The first is that they reduce pedestrian crossing distances, therefore shorting the amount of time it takes a pedestrian to cross the roadwayThen by shortening the crossing distance, the pedestrians at the corner now have better lines of sight with cars The bump-outs also reduce the turning speeds of vehicles, as cars now have to turn at more of a true right angle, requiring cars to significantly reduce their speed.  This also brings the turning vehicle closer to the curb line and again improves visibility between cars and pedestrians. They also physically block the ability to illegally park near corners.Lastly, bumpouts create additional much needed space for pedestrian enhancements at the intersections.  



24BUMP OUT STRATEGIES

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[CDOT]Strategies we could use throughout the corridor as we implement NEW bumpouts. It gives us flexibility with what we can do with is acquired space.  Options could include widening the sidewalk, planting healthier trees, or adding benches. Another option is considering bus bulbs,  which create a larger bus stop area. [PASS TO DESIGN TEAM]



25WEST END (SOUTH CHICAGO TO BENNENT)– EXISTING

CROSS SECTIONS

WEST END

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[DESIGN TEAM - Singh]Again the cross section is consistent ROW width of 66’ through the project corridor, although the curb line geometry changes as you approach the east end of the scope limits. The roadway changes from 14’ travel lanes to 12’, and the pedestrian sidewalk changes from 12’ to 14’ width. 



26WEST END (SOUTH CHICAGO TO BENNENT)– PROPOSED

CROSS SECTIONS

RECOMMENDATIONS
• Reduce travel and parking lane widths
• Provide new Gateway light poles
• Provide ornamental trees in ground 

planters on the south side of the street
• Provide specialty paving and 

furnishings
• Provide identifier elements

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[DESIGN TEAM - Singh]The proposed cross section shown here increases the sidewalk ped space and adds planters with shade trees. We maintain the required lane widths for CTA buses and vehicles will enhancing the pedestrian experience separating them from the roadway. 



27EAST END (BENNET TO SOUTH SHORE DR)– EXISTING

CROSS SECTIONS

EAST END

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[DESIGN TEAM - Singh]Again same ROW distance of 66FT; the curb line geometry changes as you approach the east end of the scope limits. This is what we see here.



28EAST END (BENNET TO SOUTH SHORE DR) - PROPOSED

CROSS SECTIONS

RECOMMENDATIONS
• Provide Gateway light poles
• Provide shade trees on the south 

and north side of the street
• Provide specialty paving and 

furnishings
• Provide identifier elements
• Provide planters with enhanced 

landscape

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[DESIGN TEAM - Singh]The proposed concept here is again to enhance the pedestrian experience. Adding shade trees, planting, site furnishings and specialty paving. 
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TRANSPORTATION / PUBLIC REALM

ACTIVITY

Which intersection do you find the 
most challenging as a pedestrian?

(SEE ACTIVITY BOARDS 1a-c)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[Site]After our presentation, we would like to get some feedback from you at station 1. There you will find enlargement aerial view of the street. We ask you to place red flags at intersections that are challenging. 



30THE PROJECT WILL ADDRESS…

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY
enhance the corridor’s walking environment

COMMUNITY IDENTITY
celebrate the corridor’s character and cultural history

PEDESTRIAN EXPERIENCE
create a welcoming and enjoyable public realm

STREETSCAPE COMPONENTS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now that you feel safe, we will look at interventions that create a welcoming and comfortable pedestrian experience. 
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PEDESTRIAN EXPERIENCE

CREATING PLACES TO… 

SIT GATHER AND SOCIALIZE DINE

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Creating places for people to linger, sit and socialize can help to make patrons feel welcome and invited. 
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PEDESTRIAN EXPERIENCE

AND HAVE… 

DECORATIVE PAVING

SHADE

LANDSCAPE

LIGHT

TRASH  AND RECYCLINGBIKE PARKING

WAYFINDING

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Additional measures include increased landscape and street trees, and wayfinding. While bike racks, and trash cans help to reduce the litter and clutter along a street. Pedestrian lighting can help provide a warmth in those cold dark winter evenings. 



STREET LIGHTING
CHICAGO GATEWAY POLE DAVIT POLE DOUBLE ACORN SINGLE ACORN

ROADWAY LIGHTING PEDESTRIAN/SIDEWALK LIGHTING

STREETSCAPE COMPONENTS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Streetscapes also typically include street lighting upgrades. 



34CORRIDOR CHARACTER

PEDESTRIAN EXPERIENCE

TRADITIONALMODERN MOORISH

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Careful section of these elements as it relates to materiality and color tones will come come together to create an overall corridor character. We have reviewed put together a few mood boards of characters that we believe play off of the existing conditions within the corridor and would like your feedback. 
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CORRIDOR CHARACTER - MODERN

PEDESTRIAN COMFORT

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
While this street doesn’t currently have a lot of modern elements, there are a few developments under development that show a more modern materiality. We pulled the proposed rendering for the 79th and exchange development as an example
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CORRIDOR CHARACTER - TRADITIONAL/HISTORIC

PEDESTRIAN COMFORT

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are multiple architectural features that have a historic or more traditional style. This slide shows a more 'Traditional and Historic' approach to streetscape designs. Through materials, branding, and site furnishings, this character would be more classic in nature. Think detailed and classic.
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CORRIDOR CHARACTER - MOORISH REVIVAL

PEDESTRIAN COMFORT

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
With the Regal Theater occupying such a strong presence on this corridor this group of precedents picks up on the architectural style and detailing in this gem. This slide shows 'Moorish Revival' streetscapes pulling from some of the existing architecture. Think pops of muted colors and intricate or ornate patterns. 
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CORRIDOR CHARACTER

ACTIVITY

What is your preferred 
Corridor Character?

(SEE ACTIVITY BOARD #2)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[SITE]Having gone through those examples, what is your preferred corridor character?Are there parts of different ones that you really like?Are there any that don’t seem appropriate for 79th St?Following this presentation, we have a board where you can mark which of these corridor characters is your preferred.



39THE PROJECT WILL ADDRESS…

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY
enhance the corridor’s walking environment

COMMUNITY IDENTITY
celebrate the corridor’s character and cultural history

PEDESTRIAN EXPERIENCE
create a welcoming and enjoyable public realm

STREETSCAPE COMPONENTS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[CDOT] Beyond Comfort and safety there are the elements that help make these corridors unique and help amplify the branding AND identity of the neighborhood and corridor. 



40COMMUNITY SPIRIT

COMMUNITY IDENTITY

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[CDOT]We recognize that 79th Street has a strong spirit that we hope to channel into the development of this corridor design. The people that make the community are a necessity that keeps the neighborhood alive. All the existing initiatives, programs, and businesses play a large part in maintaining this spirit. 
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COMMUNITY IDENTITY

PUBLIC ART

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[CDOT] These images show the vibrancy of the neighborhood through artistic and colorful art installations of the many murals along 79th street. References to Black culture, history, and music are translated with a vibrant color palette throughout the corridor. 
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COMMUNITY IDENTITY

ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[CDOT]The highlights of existing architecture within the corridor is a mix of architectural types with a varying degree of detail, from the local Chicago Style with stand  out pieces like the regal theater the has ties to Moorish revival.  
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Leon’s Bar-B-Q / Unity Mural Regal Theater Our Lady of Peace Church Barbershop Building Ringer Building

N
O

RT
H

LANDMARKS 

COMMUNITY IDENTITY

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[CDOT]Significant landmarks along 79th Street include New Regal Theater at the west end of the corridor. Other local landmark of note are the original Leon's Bar-B-Q, what is locally known as the Barbershop building, our lady of Peace Church, the Ringer Building, and the Victory Garden at the east end of 79th Street in Rainbow Beach Park. 
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COMMUNITY IDENTITY

IDENTIFIERS + GATEWAYS

MAJOR GATEWAYSIDEWALK MEDALLION

LIGHTPOLE BANNER

MINOR GATEWAY

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[CDOT]We want to help take these ideas of what the community is known for into the physical space of the street. These are typically seen in vertical  gateways, light pole banners, and pavement medallions. 



45WHAT MAKES THIS CORRIDOR UNIQUE?
What are other identifying features of the neighborhood?

Open discussion notes here...
• xx

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[CDOT]Take out of presentation modeOPEN DISCUSSION: What have we missed? Your thoughts will help to inform the design decisions moving forward.Please tell us what you think of when you think of this corridor, What anecdotes come to mind, what stories or other history is this area known for? Should the limits of this project maintain a consistent brand or a varied branding design from east to west?



46LOCAL ARTIST CONCEPT

COMMUNTY IDENTITY

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[Damon Reed intro {if not in attendance CDOT}]Before talking to you, we worked with a local artist to hear his interpretation of the corridor. I would like to introduce Damon Reed. Our team worked with him on the 75th  St boardwalk and he has Over 150 completed Public/Community Projects. 



47

COMMUNITY IDENTITY

CONCEPT A

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Using the colors, geometry and patterns from Damon’s concept, we have started to pull together architectural concepts for the identifying elements. Bold solid panels of color with overlapping patterns and forms that note regalness. 
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COMMUNITY IDENTITY

CONCEPT B

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This example starts to think about the use of void space and translucent panels reminiscent to the Regal Theater patterns, which would cast colored shadows on the sidewalk. 
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COMMUNITY IDENTITY

CONCEPT C

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This concept begins to pick up more symbols of strength and royalty with a 3d structure that mimics the shape of a crown
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COMMUNITY IDENTITY

CONCEPT D

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This concept begins to pick up more symbols of strength
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COMMUNITY IDENTITY

ACTIVITY

What is your preferred choice for 
Community Identity?

(SEE ACTIVITY BOARD #3)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[CDOT]After our presentation: We want to get your reaction to the artist concepts for community identity. Which concept or concepts do you like the best?OPEN DISCUSSION: Should there be a consistent color palette throughout the corridor?



52THE PROJECT WILL ADDRESS…

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY
enhance the corridor’s walking environment

COMMUNITY IDENTITY
celebrate the corridor’s character and cultural history

PEDESTRIAN EXPERIENCE
create a welcoming and enjoyable public realm

PLACEMAKING

PLACEMAKING

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[SITE]These three goals that we have discussed all combine to create placemaking. 



53
Why Placemaking?

A. Fosters sociability and 
community gathering

B. Promotes active uses and 
events

C. Improves access and 
connections

D. Increases comfort
and image of an area

E. Strengthens bonds between 
people and place

What is Placemaking?

Unique and Context-Sensitive Design

Community Gathering & Event Space

Public Art and Identifying Features

Places to Sit, Socialize, Eat, and Move

Placemaking makes use of underutilized space to enhance the pedestrian experience, 
amplify history and character, and support community activities. It includes:

BENEFITS OF PLACEMAKING

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Placemaking is a community centered strategy that:Makes use of underutilized spaceAmplifies history and characterAnd supports community activitiesIn addition to creating visually appealing streets, placemaking:Fosters sociability and community gatheringPromotes active uses and eventsImproves access and connectionsIncreases comfortStrengthens bonds between people and place



54PLACEMAKING SITES
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Placemaking Sites
Key sites for community gathering.

Corridor-wide Placemaking
Includes identity features, bumpouts, 
and seating opportunities.

PLACEMAKING
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[SITE]After our site visit and initial inventory and analysis, we began looking at possible opportunity sites for larger placemaking interventions. In addition to corridor-wide placemaking strategies already highlighted, our team has focused on two larger placemaking sites.79th Street and East End Ave, adjacent to the Regal Theater. This area features an established neighborhood landmark and is a key western gateway into the south shore and south Chicago neighborhoods.  79th Street and Cheltenham Place, adjacent to the Metra station. This area is a busy hub and a gateway for people arriving by transit or from the east.
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PLACEMAKING

SITE - 79TH AND EAST END1

Parking lot 
owned by 
Regal 
Theater

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[SITE]The New Regal Theater will make this area a popular destination. Design features include:bump outsnarrowing the roadAnd shorter crosswalksThese features will make crossing distances shorter for pedestrians and provide more convenient access to and from the bus stops. Narrowing the roadway and providing bump outs will expand pedestrian sidewalk space. OPEN DISCUSSION: what programs or events could take place here that work with the neighborhoods current and future plans? Expanding the pedestrian sidewalk space at this location creates an opportunity for placemaking. This space will support pedestrian safety, comfort, and community identity.We want to understand from you what your priorities for this location are, in order to create a space that best supports community activities and the New Regal Theater.
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PLACEMAKING

ACTIVITY

What would you like to see at this 
Placemaking Site?

(SEE ACTIVITY BOARD 4)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[SITE]With that in mind - What amenities would you like to see and what activities do you want to encourage at this placemaking site? Are there specific groups or small events that this space should accommodate?The space can accommodate a range of design features including landscape and shade, gathering and event spaces, identity features and public art, and places to sit. There is a board for this site, we’d like you to mark what design features are highest priority for you in this location.
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PLACEMAKING
NORTH

SITE - 79TH AND EXCHANGE2

79th St

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[SITE]The existing conditions have poor pedestrian crossings, complicated vehicular turning movements, lack of wayfinding or identity. The Metra rail lines and numerous angled intersections make the north-side of 79th an unwelcoming pedestrian experience.
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PLACEMAKING

2

N
O

RT
H

PROPOSED – OPTION A

SITE - 79TH AND EXCHANGE2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[SITE]An existing design proposal through CDOT's Complex Intersection Study Group for this intersection converts Cheltenham Place into a cul-de-sac, providing an opportunity to create a public plaza to serve the adjacent Metra stop and its users. The design for this location could include wayfinding, specialty paving and surface treatments, planters, identity features, public art, and fixed site furnishings help to enhance this area and provide a valuable community gathering space in a high traffic location. Our team has looks at two preliminary options. The first creates an open and flexible plaza at Cheltenham Place with specialty paving, seating, and shade trees. Raised crosswalks are shown connecting to the Metra Station and across 79th St to provided added safety and visibility for pedestrians.
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PLACEMAKING

ACTIVITY

What would you like to see at 
this Placemaking Site ?

(SEE ACTIVITY BOARD 5)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[SITE]What activities do you want to support at Cheltenham Plaza? Are there any types of programming or small events that would appropriate for this site? What amenities would you like to see here?Again, there is a board for this site, on your way out we’d like you to mark what design features are highest priority for you in this location, and if you have any additional ideas we didn’t cover.



60ACTIVITY

Are there other placemaking 
opportunity sites?

(SEE ACTIVITY BOARDS 1a-c)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[SITE]The two sites we just walked through were selected based on our teams analysis of the corridor. However, this does not mean that they are the only opportunities for focused placemaking along the corridor. We want to know if there are other placemaking opportunity sites that we overlooked. These might be at important intersections, schools or institutions, culturally significant businesses, or community landmarks along 79th St – it’s ultimately based on your judgement and input.We have an activity set up that we’d like you to participate in following this presentation. On the same map as the intersection challenges, we’d like you to take a sticker and mark locations that could be additional placemaking sites along 79th St.



NEXT STEPS & Q+A

Refine Concepts – Summer/Fall 2022

Community Meeting #2 – Fall 2022

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[CDOT]Following today’s meeting, we’ll consider all feedback shared and refine concepts. We’ll prepare for our next community meeting in the Fall. 



THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!  
THANK YOU!

We appreciate YOU taking the time to join us!
Contact Us by visiting https://chicagocompletestreets.org/portfolio/isw-south-shore/

there is a comment box there that can be used to reach the Project Manager.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[CDOT CLOSES AND RELEASES FOR ACTIVITY BOARDS]


