Tips for Motorists

Avoid crashes: Know What to Look For
A pedestrian could be your friend, your family
member or your neighbor. A cyclist could
be you. Please share the road with the most
vulnerable road users. Here’s what drivers
can do to avoid crashes:

Texting: Avoid
distractions.
It is illegal to text and
drive in Chicago. Your
primary responsibility is
to stay focused and safe
while driving. It is illegal to
talk on a cell phone unless
using a hands-free device.
Talking on a cell phone in
a school or construction
zone is illegal. MCC 9-76-230,
Sec. 5-11-1002.5

Pass cyclists at a
safe distance.
Leave at least three feet
of clear space when
passing a cyclist. Passing
cyclists too closely is
dangerous and illegal;
it can result in a fine.

Never park in
a bike lane.
Parking in a bike lane
forces cyclists to merge
with faster moving traffic,
endangering them and
other motorists. Driving,
parking, standing or
stopping in a bike lane
is illegal and can result
in towing and a fine.
MCC 9-40-060

If you see a bicyclist riding
the wrong way (against
traffic), slow down and
pass with at least three
feet of space.

Exit blind alleys
carefully.

Always stop before
crossing a sidewalk. Honk
when exiting an alley,
garage, or other places
with limited sight lines to
warn of your approach.

Chicago: It’s up to you to make our
streets safer for everyone.

As a driver, you must STOP for all pedestrians
in crosswalks, even if there is no sign or signal
present; it’s the law. Most pedestrians are
hit while legally crossing the street.
It’s up to you to keep Chicago safe.

STOP

3 feet

3pm–6pm

People ride on the street

for pedestrians
in crosswalks
The time of day when
pedestrians are more
likely to be struck by
a car. Stay aware at
intersections!

MCC 9-24-050, Sec. 5-11-1002

Turning vehicles must STOP for pedestrians in
crosswalks; it’s the law. MCC 9-24-050, Sec. 5-11-903
Drivers and pedestrians alike have a responsibility
to LOOK out for each other. MCC 9-60-120, Sec. 5-11-1003.1
Drivers may not overtake other drivers stopped
at a marked or unmarked crosswalk. MCC 9-36-060

text or talk
while
driving
drive or
park in
bike lanes

Check for cyclists
before you open
your door. LOOK for

cyclists when exiting
and entering vehicles
near bike lanes. Crashes
due to “doorings” cause
critical injuries and deaths
every year, yet are easily
avoidable. Violations may
result in a fine. MCC 9-80-35

D O O R ZO N E

PASS cyclists
with three feet
of clear space
because it’s required by
law. Pass them safely.

SLOW
DOWN
high speeds =
SERIOUS INJURIES
20

mph

= 95% Survival

30 mph = 55% Survival
40 mph = 15% Survival

behind
you
when
opening
car
doors

MCC 9-36-010(c)

Watch for
people riding
against traffic.

At the end of
the day, we’re all
pedestrians.
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As vehicle speed increases,
there’s a dramatic drop
in the chance a pedestrian
will survive if struck. Pay
extra attention in school
zones, even outside of
school hours.

more bikes = less car traffic

Know Your Bike Lanes

Share the Road with Cyclists

Approach Intersections Safely

Bike lanes encourage people to travel by
bicycle by giving them a designated space
on the street.

Drivers want to get where they’re going, and
cyclists do too. Know what to expect and learn
why cyclists ride where they do.

Most crashes occur at intersections.
Know who has the right of way and how
to avoid a collision.

Bike L anes are
striped, on-street
lanes with a bicycle
symbol and an arrow.
Be especially cautious
when opening your
door into a bike lane.
LOOK twice, save a life.

marked s hared
lanes are not striped

but show the bicycle
symbol and a chevron;
they are typically
installed when there
is not enough width
for a full bike lane.

Buffer -P rotected
Bike L anes are similar

to conventional bike
lanes, with extra space
to keep cyclists further
from parked vehicles
and opening doors.

Barrier-P rotected
Bike L anes use

physical barriers between
cyclists and moving cars
to help people of all ages
feel more comfortable
on the street. The lane is
usually located next to
the curb. Bicyclists may
be traveling at a high
speed; check and doublecheck before turning
through a bike lane. Cars
park between the bike
lane and car travel lane.

on wide roads :

Bicyclists typically ride
on the right so cars can
pass easily on the left.
Look for “shared lane”
markings on the road
and give at least three
feet of space.

on narrow roads :

By law, cyclists may choose
to ride in the center of the
lane, which keeps them
safe from getting “pinched”
by passing cars, or forced
into the “door zone.” Wait
until oncoming traffic is
clear and then pass in
another lane.

in a left/center
t u rn lane: The law

says bicyclists may use
the left lane to turn. Let
them merge and don’t
follow too closely. Before
moving into a left turn
lane, check over your left
shoulder for bicyclists.

W h en bike lanes
are obstr u cted :

Bicyclists are often forced
to merge with fastermoving traffic to avoid
hazards and double-parked
vehicles. Slow down and
give three feet of space.

turning Left

Cyclists are often moving faster than they appear.
Wait for oncoming cyclists to pass; turning left
in front of an oncoming cyclist is illegal and could
cause a serious crash. MCC 9-16-020 (e)

turning ri ght

LOOK behind you for cyclists and wait for them to
pass before turning. Turning right in front of a cyclist
is illegal and could cause a serious crash. MCC 9-16-020 (f)

crosswalks

turning into
crosswalks:

STOP for pedestrians in
crosswalks when turning
right or left. In Chicago,
most car-on-pedestrian
crashes occur near an
intersection.
Sec. 5-11-903

kids riding
on sidewalks:

When you see kids on
bikes nearing a crosswalk
or intersection, get ready
to stop for them. People
age 12 and over must
ride on the street.

