
Mayor’s Pedestrian Advisory Council

August, 11, 2010
3:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Meeting Minutes

1. Introductions
MPAC Members Present:
Co-chair, Dr. Kyran Quinlan, University of Chicago
Co-chair, Luann Hamilton, Chicago Department of Transportation (for Commissioner Bobby L. Ware)
Dr. Bechara Choucair, Chicago Department of Public Health

Laurie Dittman, Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities

Chuck Eckert, Illinois Department of Transportation

Christopher Gent, Department of Cultural Affairs / Chicago Park District

Joe Iacobucci, Chicago Transit Authority
Adolfo Hernandez, Active Transportation Alliance
Randy Neufeld, National Complete Streets Coalition
Peter Skosey, Metropolitan Planning Council

Karin Sommer, Metropolitan Planning Council

Matthew Sussman, Center for Neighborhood Technology (for Jackie Grimshaw)

John O’Neal, Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning

Marcia Trawinski, Metro Seniors in Action
Lucy Gomez Feliciano, Logan Square Neighborhood Association

Others Present:
Todd Fagen, Sam Schwartz Engineering

Andy Metz, Sam Schwartz Engineering
Margo O’Hara, Active Transportation Alliance

Stacey Meekins, TY Lin International
Edward Iancu, Traffic Control Corp

Staff Present:
Chris Wuellner, Chicago Department of Transportation
Kiersten Grove, Chicago Department of Transportation
Janet Attarian, Chicago Department of Transportation

David Leopold, Chicago Department of Transportation

Chelsea Richer, Chicago Department of Transportation
Jerad Weiner, Chicago Department of Transportation
2. Approval of Minutes

· Meeting minutes from 5/5/2010 were approved by members.
3. Crosswalk Enforcement Update
· Kiersten Grove gave a brief overview of the process of selecting locations for crosswalk enforcements.  There have been 42 crosswalk enforcement missions within this grant cycle.  The goal is to schedule at least 2 enforcement missions in each police district.  A map was displayed showing the locations of the crosswalk enforcement missions to date and where more enforcements are needed.
*See attached map
Discussion:
Kiersten Grove asked MPAC members for suggestions for crosswalk enforcement locations in the 2nd, 4th, 11th, 15th, 24th, and 25th Chicago Police Districts.  
4. Lawrence Avenue Streetscape Project 

· Janet Attarian and David Leopold presented on the Lawrence Avenue Streetscape Project.  The project is along Lawrence from the Chicago River to Clark Street.  Local residents and business owners wanted a pedestrian-oriented environment similar to that of Lincoln Square or the Lincoln Avenue corridor.  Janet Attarian and David Leopold highlighted the proposed changes to the corridor which include a road diet, streetscape improvements and the addition of pedestrian amenities. 
*See attached presentation

Discussion: 

5. Interdepartmental Task Force on Childhood Obesity
· Dr. Bechara Choucair presented on the history and current efforts of the Interdepartmental Task Force on Childhood Obesity.  The Interdepartmental Task Force on Childhood Obesity is composed of 11 agencies which use a three-tier approach to combat childhood obesity.  These three tiers are Policy/Prevention Activities, Early Childhood Activities, and Wellness Campus Activities.  There are wellness campuses in the Humboldt Park and Uptown neighborhoods.  The Wellness Campuses provide education, outreach, and activities for children that encourage healthy behaviors.  
*See attached handout

Discussion:
MPAC members discussed how to  improve the pedestrian environment around the Wellness Campuses to further encourage healthy and safe behaviors.  


6. Healthy Kids, Healthy Communities 

· Lucy Gomez Feliciano presented on the Healthy Kids, Healthy Communities (HKHC) program.  HKHC is funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and is committed to local action to reduce childhood obesity.  In Chicago, the goals of the program are to improve safe park access and provide access to healthy food choices within the parks.  HKHC has been talking with park food vendors to encourage the inclusion of healthy choices.  HKHC is also working with the alderman and CDOT to improve safety around the parks.  HKHC worked with the community to conduct the CLOCC walking evaluation.
*See attached presentation

Discussion:
MPAC members encouraged continued work on improving park safety for all users.  
7. Sidewalk Snow and Countdown Priority Model Update
· Kiersten Grove presented on the status of the Sidewalk Snow / Ice Removal ordinance in Chicago.  The Law Department has reviewed the existing ordinance language.  The Snow/Ice Taskfoce will suggest potential revisions in the ordinance and present them to the Curb Cut Advisory Council, and the Mayor’s Pedestrian Advisory Council for comment.  CDOT will be continuing its efforts to encourage sidewalk snow/ice removal this winter by distributing materials to ward offices and other city agencies.     
· Kiersten Grove updated MPAC on the countdown priority model.   The model consists of weighted factors within the three categories of Safety, Pedestrian Volume, and Vulnerable Populations.  The model was applied to the list of signals which resulted in a ranked priority list.  The model will be shared with the City Budget Office  and other agencies to help with the allocation of resources. 
Discussion:
MPAC members asked about the timeline for the Countdown Signal upgrades.  Under the 2009 Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), all new and reconstructed signals are required to have pedestrian countdowns.  There is no timeline for adding countdowns to other existing signals.  Chicago already has hundreds of countdown signals installed.  
MPAC members also discussed using the countdown priority model method to help prioritize other pedestrian related infrastructure
8. Crash Hotline and Support Group
· Margo O’Hara of the Active Transportation Alliance introduced the Crash Support Hotline and Support Group effort directed toward pedestrians and cyclists who have been involved in a crash.   The crash hotline provides information on crash reporting, medical and legal assistance.  The Active Transportation Alliance also hosts a support group led by trained professionals.  The Crash Support hotline is 312-869-HELP.  The Crash Support Group sessions are held the fourth Wednesday of every month at 6pm at the Active Transportation Alliance office at 9 W. Hubbard St., Suite 402.
9. Announcements
· Kiersten Grove mentioned that the Pedestrian Plan proposal has been finalized and has been submitted to the 6th floor administrative offices.  
· Luann Hamilton announced that the “Stop for Pedestrians” law was signed on July 22nd and goes into effect immediately.  The law requires that drivers stop rather than yield for pedestrians.  Meetings have been scheduled with IDOT to discuss how  this new law will be implemented.  

· Randy Neufeld announced the “Equal Footing Summit” sponsored by America Walks.  The goal of the summit is to draft a National Walking Strategy for 2011.  The summit takes place during the ProWalk/ProBike Conference in Chattanooga, TN on September 16th, 2010.  
· John O’Neal highlighted Soles and Spokes, the CMAP blog on pedestrian and bicycle issues.     www.cmap.illinois.gov/solesandspokes/
· Marcia Trawinski of Metro Seniors in Action, mentioned the Blind Services Association has a Walking Club every Tuesday at 12:15pm.  The Association is looking for volunteers to spend an hour walking with individuals who are visually impaired.  
10. Adjournment


