Mayor’s Pedestrian Advisory Council (MPAC)

Meeting minutes– April 10th, 2008
4:00 – 5:45
1.  INTRODUCTIONS
MPAC Members Present:

Co-chair Dr. Katherine Kaufer Christoffel, MD, MPH – Director, Center on Obesity Management and Prevention, Children’s Memorial Research Center, Professor, Pediatrics & Preventative Med, Feinberg School of Medicine at Northwestern University

Laurie Dittman, Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities

Scott Slavin, Chicago Police Department (for Robert Evans) 

Tom Murtha, Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning

Randy Neufeld, Healthy Streets Campaign

Greg Piland, Federal Highway Administration

Kyran Quinlan, University of Chicago

David Schaengoln, Center for Neighborhood Technology (for Jackie Grimshaw)

Donna Smith, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

Marcia Trawinski, Metro Seniors in Action 

David Zavattero, Chicago Office of Emergency Management and Communications

John LaPlante, TYLIN

Joseph Schofer, Northwestern University 

Others Present:
Sue Baker, AAA
Mary DeBacker, PB
Ben Helphand, Logan Square Walks
Ruth Maciulis, Metro Seniors in Action
Alan Winn, PB

Beth Gutelius

Craig Williams, TYLIN 
Staff Present:

Luann Hamilton, Chicago Department of Transportation, Deputy Commissioner

Kiersten Grove, CDOT/CBF
Somilia Smith, CDOT/CBF
Maureen Shenberger, CDOT/CBF
MPAC Members Absent:

Sam Assefa, Department of Planning and Development; Tom Benzinger, Access Living;
Andres Durbak, Chicago Public Schools; Aida Giachello, Midwest Latino Health Research; Andrew Mooney, LISC/Chicago; Pam Pagone, Chicago Department on Aging;

Seth Reimer, Chicago Department of the Environment; Pricilla Tobias, Illinois Department of Transportation; Karin Sommer, Metropolitan Planning Council (for Pete Skosey); Peg White, Mayor’s Office
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
· Meeting minutes from 1/10/2008 are approved by members

3. UPDATE ON PAST ACTION ITEMS AND PRIORITIZING FUTURE ITEMS
· MPAC prioritized the following action items:
	Priority
	Action Items
	Closed
	Action Taken

	1
	Sidewalk obstructions and policies governing pedestrian infrastructure
	
	

	2
	Sidewalk snow removal approach
	
	

	3
	Crash event factors
	
	

	4
	Walking encouragement and mode shift
	
	

	5
	Data collection process
	
	

	6
	Road safety liability research
	
	

	7
	Climate change and walking
	
	


Discussion
Let’s add walking encouragement, mode shift, and climate change issues to action items. 
4. PEDESTRIAN PLAN EXISTING CONDITIONS REPORT presented by Mary DeBacker, PB

· As part of her work, Mary DeBacker interviewed eight different agencies and stakeholders including: Chicago Department of Transportation, Chicago Public Schools, Chicago Police Department, Chicago Transit Authority, the Office of Emergency Management and Coordination, the Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities, Planning and Development, and the Healthy Streets Campaign.  The next steps will include completing the Typology Report draft by the end of April. The PowerPoint presentation is attached.
5. PEDESTRIAN PLAN PUBLIC PARTICIPATION, presented by Kiersten Grove, CDOT
· The suggested format was an open house, and the tentative date is Wednesday 6/11 at the Grant Park Field House. The presentation will utilize display boards of study sites, presentations, and comment forms. Randy Neufeld and Marcia Trawinski offered to volunteer for pre-meeting feedback.
6. SUBCOMMITTE ANNOUNCEMENTS
Data Subcommittee presented by Tom Murtha, CMAP
· As a part of ongoing work at CMAP and in coordination with the Data Subcommittee work, Tom Murtha created a series of maps that depict pedestrian and pedestrian/transit work trips as measured against crash locations. The work trips were measured based on the Journey to Work census data. These data were intended to serve as a proxy for all pedestrian trips as citywide counts are not available. The maps also include Pedestrian Level of Service as published in the Soles and Spokes Plan. 
Discussion
Does measuring trips based on Journey to Work data accurately capture trips that are taken by seniors and youth? Perhaps population would be a better indication of volume. While not ideal, the Journey to Work data is the most appropriate proxy for this type of analysis and measures up well to other smaller data sets on pedestrian volumes. 
Pedestrian Counts Subcommittee presented by Dr. Kyran Quinlan, University of Chicago Children’s Hospital and Ben Helphand of Logan Square Walks
· Kyran Quinlan discussed the importance of gathering data on the number of people walking.  Ben Helphand suggested using the model that was adopted by Portland, Oregon. Dr. Quinlan’s presentation is attached as well as the Portland, Oregon methodology. Dr. Christoffel stated that some of this work should be put into publications.
Discussion

Video recording could be used to analyze pedestrian and motorist patterns.  Dr. David Ragland, at the Transportation Research Board has information on technology capable of differentiating pedestrian/bike counts. 

7. SAFETY PLAN BRIEFING, presented by Greg Piland, FHWA 

· The Comprehensive Strategic Highway Safety Plan (CHSP) was developed to lower Illinois crash numbers. See attached power point presentation.
8. Announcements

· The MPAC meeting will be moved to 3 p.m..
· David Zavattero of OEMC
OEMC and CDOT will participate with the Illinois Traffic Records Coordinating Committee and are working with CPD to develop strategies to improve crash data. IDOT 408 grants were submitted to facilitate crash report training and the development of an interface between IDOT and CDOT.  We should anticipate future reports on the status of this project.  Greg Piland stated that a crash data improvement course was piloted, and that he will pass it along details regarding the content. 

· Randy Neufeld of the Healthy Streets Campaign

Based on Google Maps, CBF/ Healthy Streets is developing interactive maps to pull 2006 crash data. 

ACTION ITEMS

9. ADJOURN
ACTION: Marcia Trawinski and Randy Neufeld will provide assistance with planning the public meeting.





ACTION: Presentations on walking encouragement, mode shift, and climate change will be added to the Action Items list.  














